The present report deals with a densitometric study of the ultrastmctural images of the urotheial membrane of rats in the following experimental conditions:
(1) EFA-deficient (EFAD) rats;
(2) EFA-sufficient (EFAS) rats; and (3) EFAD rats that were fed the EFAD diet for 30 weeks and received an EFAS diet for the following 10 weeks (EFAD/S group). 1967) , using an iterative process.
On electron
For each profile the OD of the luminal zone at great distance from the lumenal surface is approached by the value of "A" in the function ( Figure   3a ). In this case, "B" and "C" are only auxilliary parameters for the deter- We assume that the area and the height of the Gaussians were, respectively, estimators ofthe amount ofelectron-dense material and the highest electron density in each leaflet. We adopted the Gaussian half-height width as estimator of the leaflet thickness, and the distance between maxima as estimator of the total thickness of the unit membrane ( Figure  3 ).
Statistical
Analysis. (Howling and Fitzgerald, 1959; Curtis, 1969; Goldstein, 1970; Duijndam et al, 1980 dinates and the characteristic width), we were able to determine with precision:
(1) a width for the OD distribution in each leaflet (which we associate with the thickness of the osmiophilic leaflets);
( It is well known that the urothelial membrane is asymmetric because of the greater thickness of the outer leaflet (Hicks, 1965; Porter et al., 1967; Koss, 1969; Firth and Hicks, 1973; Stahelin et al., 1972) . Similar results were obtained by us in EFAS animals. In addition, the densitometric data revealed that the inner leaflet showed higher electron density than the outer leaflet.
In the EFAD group, the difference in thickness and electron density of each leaflet was markedly reduced.
These changes were partially reversed in the EFAD/S rats.
Chromatographic data of cell membranes of EFAD rats mdicated that there is a marked reduction in their content of linoleic 
